
Chapter 8 Lesson 1

Thrace

Gulf of Corinth



 In 1500 B.C. the Shang Dynasty ruled the Huang 
River and the Egyptians ruled the Nile River Delta. 

 The northeastern part of the Mediterranean Sea, 
was known as the highway of trade,  a civilization 
that had established itself in the land of Greece. 
◦ The mainland is considered a large peninsula in terms 

of Geography. It is made up of many smaller peninsulas.

◦ A peninsula is an area of land that is surrounded on all 
sides by water except one. 



 This civilization was not originally founded by 
a river.  

 The ancient Greeks mostly lived in a rocky 
landscape surrounded by the sea. 

 Greece is located along the southern 
European mainland along with over 400
islands.  
◦ The largest of these islands is Crete.

◦ East of it is Rhodes, an island which is now known 
as Turkey.  

 The land of ancient Greece is the same as it 
was in ancient times. 



 Greece then and now.



 The land of Greece is covered by mountains and 
hills. 
◦ This led the city-states to be isolated and independent 

during ancient times.  

 Travel was very difficult over land. It was mainly  
done through passes over mountains. 
◦ The best way to travel was by the sea.  

 Farming was limited due to the mountainous 
area. This led them to travel overseas in search 
of food. 
◦ Herding sheep and cattle was prominent.  



 The larger plains for farming 
were on the plains of Attica, 
a wedge shaped peninsula 
that juts into the 
Mediterranean Sea.  

 Attica also contains natural 
harbors, a sheltered place 
along the coast, for ships.



 Another large peninsula lies to 
the southwest of Attica is called 
Peloponnesus.

 Peloponnesus is shaped like a 
giant hand reaching toward 
Crete.  

 This region is ringed by a thin 
band of fertile land and 
contains many rivers; however, 
these rivers dry up in the 
summertime unlike the rivers in 
Egypt or Mesopotamia.   



 Mountains, islands, and peninsulas make up 
much of Greece’s physical geography.

 The rocky, mountainous areas were not very 
favorable for growing crops.

 The peninsulas and islands, however, paved 
the way for trade on many different seas 
around Greece.
◦ The Mediterranean Sea was the MOST useful in 

contributing to its success. 

◦ The Aegean Sea was a secondary source.



 Why do you think the ancient Greeks were  
called “Islanders”?  

 You have 10 seconds to discuss and come up 
with an answer.  

 Look on pg. 169 in new book for answer.

 Be able to list several reasons why the Greeks 
in each city-state thought so highly of 
themselves.



 Use the old textbook to complete the 
mapwork on page 193.  You do not have to 
draw the map.  

 Additional question: Why might such 
geography cause people to turn to the sea?

 What are land shapes like Attica and the 
Peloponnesus called?

 What do the many indentations along 
Greece’s long coastline help to create? 



 Since Greece was not as fertile as other areas, the 
Greeks had to figure out what they could grow 
and raise to make a very good living. 
◦ It was known for these crops: 

 olives, grapes (wine), and wheat. 

◦ They were mainly grown in the eastern part of Greece 
near the coastline. This caused most of the Greek people 
to live alongside it.

 The climate in Greece was hot and dry in the 
summer and very windy and wet in the winter.  
Therefore, timing was critical for the Greek 
farmers to grow the crops that could be taken 
across the sea to sell or trade.



 As a result of little areas to farm, many men went 
to work on the sea. 
◦ Greeks became excellent shipbuilders.

 Sailors traveled to many areas all along the 
Mediterranean Sea, Aegean Sea, and the Adriatic 
Sea to trade, exchange ideas, technology, 
conquer, and explore.  

 Merchants would compete with traders from 
Phoenicia (now Lebanon) to exchange goods all 
over the known world.  

 Remember, olive oil was the most prized export in 
Greece.



 Make sure you know all of these terms from 
lesson 1. 

 Peninsula, harbor, Mediterranean Sea, Crete, 
Rhodes, Attica, Peloponnesus, Phoenicia

 Homework: Make sure you complete the work 
in your new textbook.  We will be discussing 
it in class.


